
 

 
 
 

Truckers Not Belted In 
 

       Truckers Need to “Click It or Ticket” 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:       May 19, 2005 
 
EAST LANSING.  Officers of the Michigan State Police Motor Carrier Division will be participating 

in the seat belt mobilization, focusing on seat belt compliance for truck drivers.  The Motor Carrier 

Division has a zero-tolerance approach with respect to unbelted truck drivers.  

 

While Michigan enjoys the benefits of an all-time high compliance rate for seat belt use in 

passenger cars, truck drivers in Michigan and nationally are well behind in complying with the 

seat belt law.  Studies show that only about 48% of drivers operating large trucks buckle up, while 

passenger car drivers in Michigan are at or above 90% usage rate.  The national average for seat 

belt usage by passenger car drivers is 79%. 

 

In 2003, fifty percent of the truck drivers killed in crashes nation wide were not wearing their seat 

belt.  Additionally, almost 80% of the 171 truck drivers ejected from their vehicle during a crash 

were not wearing their seat belt.  Truck drivers are much more likely to survive a crash if wearing 

their seat belt, as well as maintain control of their vehicle during a crash. 

 

For more information, log onto www.fmsca.dot.gov/safetybelt. 
 
 
 

### 
 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Lieutenant David W. Ford, MSP Motor Carrier Division, (517) 336-6449 
 
 
 
 

www.michigan.gov/msp 
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